
Very few places exist in this modern world like Mission San Antonio 
de Padua. If you have friends and family who have not been to the  
Mission, encourage them to visit. It is truly a treasure! We hear from many 
who visit that they had no idea how peaceful, untouched and beautiful  
the Mission is until they visited for the first time. We recently received 
a very nice letter from a first time visitor to the Mission who attended a 
watercolor workshop.

I just spent 2 lovely nights at the San Antonio mission on a water-
color workshop with Bonnie Carver.

I have lived in California all of my 67 years, and yes, remember 
the 4th grade unit on the missions. Over those years, I have visited most 
of the missions during my travels. I’ve been sad to see most of them in 
such states of disrepair, or surrounded by urban sprawl. What a delight 
it was to be able to experience San Antonio Mission. I felt like it could 
have been the 18th century (but with flushies). The tranquility of the 
Mission and the surrounding hills, the humble but clean and comfort-
able rooms, the beautiful rose garden–in full glorious bloom–all made 
for a wonderful, relaxing, contemplative artistic experience.  

I just made a contribution to your preservation campaign through  
PayPal. I wish you the best of luck with the earthquake retrofitting, no 
small task at all, and to the continuing success of the mission of San 
Antonio. – Sally L.

No small task indeed, but we continue to make progress toward our 
goal. The board is diligently researching grant opportunities and submit-
ting inquiries and applications. I’m happy to share that through the Cali-
fornia Missions Foundation we received a $150,000 grant from the Hearst 
Foundation! With this gift and through the generosity of our donors we 
are now at $2.25 million in the bank. In our last newsletter we were aim-
ing to raise $4 million by the end of July 2014 to begin Phase I construc-
tion. This was the preliminary estimate we were given when our project 
team last met with contractors. Since then we have chosen a contractor, 
Eagle Construction, and the new cost estimate to complete Phase I is  
$3 million dollars. That means we’re almost there!!! Our Project Chair,  
Brian Kelly and Project Architects, Frank Brenkwitz and Charles Franks, 
have already completed four adobe retrofits for the Monterey Diocese and 
we are fortunate that their learning curve from those projects translates 
to our financial savings. We want to begin work in August so we are still 
striving to raise the money needed to start Phase I by the end of July 2014.

I ask for your continued help in reaching out to friends and colleagues 
to educate them on the uniqueness of Mission San Antonio de Padua and 
the importance of the restoration campaign. Thank you for your support! n
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Restoration of Mission San Antonio 
The first attempt at rebuilding was in 1903 when Mission San Antonio de Padua was 
selected by the California Historic Landmarks League as one of their first restoration 
projects. At that time efforts were aimed at rebuilding the church walls and covering 
them with a wooden roof. The Native Sons of the Golden West supplied $1,400.00. Tons 
of debris were removed from the interior of the chapel and breaches in the side wall were 
filled in. The April 18, 1906 earthquake partially destroyed the restoration work, but it 
quickly resumed. 

In 1940, U.S. Army acquired the surrounding land from William Randolph Hearst 
to establish Fort Hunter Liggett Military Reservation. The Franciscans returned in 1940, 
and again began to rebuild the church. 

In 1948, work continued when the Mission received a grant for restoration from  
the Hearst Foundation. Many soldiers assisted with the restoration project during 
off-duty hours. The Mission was restored in 1949 to an authentic approximation of its 
original state.  

We came across a letter written in 1949 and it was very interesting to see that in  
addition to William Randolph Hearst there were so many notable board members on 
the San Antonio de Padua Mission Foundation. Included on the list are political 
leaders, actors, several prominent lawyers and  
land owners.

Don Belding was considered  
the “Father of West Coast Advertis-
ing.” He served entrepreneurs such 
as Walt Disney, Howard Hughes 
and Patrick Frawley; helped emerg-
ing Hollywood studios; and built 
the Sunkist, Max Factor and Catalina 
swimsuit businesses.

Joseph Russell Knowland was  
an American politician and newspaper 
publisher. He served as a member of 
the United States House of Representa-
tives from California and was owner, 
editor and publisher of the Oakland 
Tribune.

George R. Reilly served 44 years on 
the State Board of Equalization, giving 
him the longest tenure of any elected of-
ficial in California history at that time.

Grace Stoermer was a Los Angeles civic leader, banking executive, and the first 
woman to serve as the Secretary of the California State Senate.

John P. McEnery was a member of the Truman administration and Chairman of the 
California Democratic Party. He was an early supporter, confidant, and floor leader for 
John F. Kennedy at the 1956 and 1960 Democratic Conventions.

Actors Edward Arnold, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. and Pat O’Brien are also on the list. n

Thank You to 
Our 2014 Donors
Individual Donations
Anonymous (2 gifts)
Bradley Abramson
Peter Albano
Robert and Linda Attiyeh
Lance and Geraldine Ball
Greg and Michelle Beach
Ann Beckett
Sheila and Allen Bengtson
Father John Boll
Forrest and Alicia Boomer
Tony Brigantino
Patricia Bunte
Ed Buntz
Elva Byrne
Kevin Caskey
Suzanne E. Curtis CW5 (Ret.)
Janice D’Arcy
Devin Dougherty
Henry E. Fanoe Trust
Jon and Kitti Fanoe
Jo Geary
Thaleia Georgiades
David and Susan Gill
Michael (Mickey)
   and Susan Gilles
Thomas Hanscom
Joshi Harish
Peter Hiller
Nate and Cindy Holaday
Mary F. Hutton
Bradley Jacob
Benny and Donna Jefferson
Nina Johnson
Sara Kelly
Carol Kenyon
Dale Kline
John and Helene Kunsemiller
Sally Landis
Michael and Dianne Lima
Jack and Lois Lindley
Norma Malacrida
Michael and Debra Marcroft

Charles Martin
Pamela McCoy
Dan and Norma McMorrow
Retired Judge William Moreno
William Mueller
Gary O’Neill
Charles and Anna Pedrazzini
    Foundation
Tom Perkins
Willis Perkins



Joseph and Annette Perreault
John Allan Peschong
Marianne Powers
B.J. Rasmussen
Jerry and Natalie Rava
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Rode
Charles and Linda Rickenbacher
Patricia and William Sands
Arthur and Karen Sayles
Carl and Jeannine Schiermeyer
Caroline Sears
August and Nicole Self
Kate Snell
Arthur and Renee Spence
Nancy Spencer
Sturdy Oil
Mary Valdez
Mel and Rosita Ventura
Richard and Ann Warne
Susan Watson
David Wessel
Celeste Williams
Charles and Lynne Willis
Rebecca Willis 
Howard and Alice Wilson
Russell Wolgamott
Carrie Wozadio

In Honor of Arlene Azcona
Nick and Stacey Azcona
In Honor of Pope Francis
Wilfred von Dauster
Geoffrey Rabe
In Honor of Clem Richardson
David and Susan Gill
In Honor of Lexanne 
   and Butch Latasa
Nick and Stacey Azcona
In Honor of Employees of 
   MEE Memorial Hospital
Lex and Becky Smith

In Memory of Lupe Aguirre
Karen L. Chew
Robert Hibbs
In Memory of Tondre Alarid
Francis and Becky Giudici
Roberta Huntington
In Memory of 
   Albert “Abby” Andrade
Elva Blair
Albert and Jane Dani
George and Cindy Salcido
In Memory of Dick Baumann
Joanne Nissen

In Memory of 
   Elmer Bergerson
Elva Blair
In Memory of Howie Bray
Pat Arena
In Memory of 
   Nadine Bunte-Enterline
Mary and David Daines
Clem and Barbara Richardson
In Memory of Al Cognina
Elva Byrne
Mrs. Joanne Cognina
Albert and Jane Dani
In Memory of 
   Mr. & Mrs. Carl Doelter
Bill and Pat Sands
In Memory of 
   Anita Domingos
Maxine Miller
In Memory of Phyllis Duden
Maxine Miller
In Memory of Henry E. Fanoe
Ron and Patricia Fuqua
In Memory of 
   Ray and Helen Glassmaker
Maxine Miller
In Memory of Laurent Hardoy
Russell and Janice Banta
Sharon Casey
Basque Cultural Center
Billy Booker
Dorothy and Miguel Errea
Maurice and Julie Etcheverry
Francis and Becky Giudici
L.A. Hearne Company
Albert Hardoy
Rene Hardoy Family
Norra Horton
Dan M. Milanesa, M.D.
Richard and Beverly Morgantini
Joanne Nissen
Henri and Marie O’Cafrain
R. Brickley Sweet, M.D.
In Memory of Sandy Harvey
Patricia Arena
Peggy Casey
Becky Giudici
In Memory of 
   Ruth Hernandez
Stacey and Nick Azcona
Elva Blair
Mary and David Daines
In Memory of 
   Jeanette Hitchcock
Cheri Hitchcock

In Memory of Rose Homen
Maxine Miller
In Memory of Abie Hook
Arlene and Stanley Dedini
In Memory of Janet Howe
Arlene and Stanley Dedini
In Memory of 
   Anita Domingos
Maxine Miller
In Memory of 
   Neva Dowd Jurkovich
William and Carol Jurkovich
In Memory of Leo Lanini
Dorothy and Miguel Errea
In Memory of Joe Layous
Pat Arena
Nick and Stacey Azcona
Mary and David Daines
Arlene and Stanley Dedini
In Memory of Jean Magill
JoAnne Nissen
In Memory of Jack Martin
Elva Blair and Family
In Memory of 
   Janet McChesney
Robert and Phyllis Walton
In Memory of 
   Clyde McCollough
Arlene and Stanley Dedini
In Memory of Pat Meyer
Pat Arena
Maxine Miller
In Memory of Dustin Miller
Jo Geary
Raymond and Beverly Gillett
Maxine Miller
In Memory of William C. and
   Zillah O’Donnell Family
Elizabeth O’Donnell
In Memory of Bill Petrovic
Richard and Josephine Rhodes
In Memory of 
   Gordon Plaskett
Maxine Miller
In Memory of Virginia Pura
Maxine Miller
In Memory of Babe Rashella
Pat Arena
In Memory of Harry Rhodes
Sam Eastman
Louis and Roberta Huntington
In Memory of Betty Romans
Ronald and Gail Harney
In Memory of Lila Roth
Pat Arena

Mary and David Daines
In Memory of Elaine Salaberry
Maxine Miller
In Memory of Hugo Scattini
John Romans
In Memory of 
   Robert Sprugasci
Elva Blair
Albert and Jane Dani
Arlene and Stanley Dedini
George and Cindy Salcido
James and Hilda Thorne
In Memory of Sally Wiley
Louis and Roberta Huntington

The following individuals and 
businesses have generously 
donated time and professional 
services:

A&G Pumping
Armanasco Public 

    Relations Inc.
Melissa McGann Babu –

    Andre, Morris and Buttery
    Law Offices

Tim Baldwin, ESQ, – 
    Noland, Hamerly, Etienne
    and Hoss

Big Creek Lumber
Michael Briley & 

    Natalie Rava – Hayashi &
    Wayland Accounting &
    Consulting, LLP

Dr. Julianne Burton-Carvajal
Casey Printing
Brian Johnson
Mac and Ava Motion Pictures
Marin’s Vineyard

 Carlotta and Knox Mellon
Museum of Monterey
Tom Pettitt
Trotter Galleries
Ventana Vineyards
Ashley Wheater
The Wecker Group 
Advertising Design

The content for the newsletter is put together by volunteers. If you would like to contribute to a future edition or see a correction, 
please contact Susan Gill at 831-385-4631/onionwer@aol.com or Elizabeth Diaz at 831-386-0599/info@preservemissionsanantonio.org.

Summer 2014   MISSION BELL 



SAVE THE DATE...
Join us

September 20, 2014
at 6:00 p.m. for our

CAMPAIGN COUNTRY
HOEDOWN

at the Salinas Valley
Fairgrounds

Spend the evening enjoying
great food, wine, live music  
from the Flat Rock Boys  

and a silent and live auction.  
Tickets are $35.00 per person. 
Invitations will be mailed soon.
Donations for the auctions need 

to be in one week before the 
event. For more information 

contact 831-386-0599.

Campaign Board Members
David Armanasco
Ann Beckett
Richard Casey
Margaret Duflock
Most Rev. Richard J. Garcia
Susan Gill
Rick Harris
Nate Holaday
Carol Kenyon
Rupert Lyle
Clem Richardson
Joan Steele

Campaign Contact Information
CAMPAIGN FOR THE
PRESERVATION OF MISSION
SAN ANTONIO DE PADUA
Post Office Box 450
King City, CA 93930
TEL  831386.0599
WEB  preservemissionsanantonio.org
EMAIL  info@preservemissionsanantonio.org

CAMPAIGN FOR THE PRESERVATION 
OF MISSION SAN ANTONIO DE PADUA
Post Office Box 450
King City, CA 93930
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Donor Circle
The board recently 
welcomed fam-
ily members of the 
Sturdy Oil Company 
to the Mission for a luncheon to thank 
them for their generous donation of 
$125,000 to our campaign!

Thank you Sturdy Oil Company for 
your support!!

There is a new sign at the Mission to 
let visitors know about the restoration 
project and our campaign. Thank you 
to board members Carol Kenyon and 

Visit Our Website
www.preservemissionsanantonio.org
Our website has a wonderful video about 
Mission San Antonio de Padua, information 
about the restoration phases, project archi-
tects and our campaign. You can also donate 
to the campaign from the website. n

Rupert Lyle for designing and building 
the sign and a very special thank you to 
BIG CREEK LUMBER for donating 
the wood! n


