
A Message from President AL PAROLINI
As we get ready to close out 2017 and embrace the new year I look ahead with 
hopefulness and con�dence about the future of our Campaign. We have 
completed so much and come so far since starting this journey. Phase I, (the 
Church, with the exception of the interior painting); Phase II, (the south wing) 
which encompasses the Gift Shop, the library, o�ces, the museum, & confer-
ence room; Phase III, (the west wing) which is comprised of the overnight guest 
rooms and the seismic work on Phase IV, (the north wing) are all complete. 

With all we have accomplished in the �rst four phases the remaining work 
needed to complete the project seems so small. All compliance issues will be  
met when we �nish Phase IV, the electrical upgrades, plumbing, the A.D.A. 
bathroom and other compliance issues; and Phase V seismic work, beginning at 
the dining room, kitchen, smaller dining room, bathroom, archive storage room 
and car-port style tractor and tool storage area. In addition, with the objective 
of preserving the mission for the next 100 years, all of the electrical and plumb-
ing within each of these respective areas will be brought up to code. 

When I re�ect on our fundraising I also see that we have accomplished so 
much, and what we need to raise to �nish seems small in comparison. Since  
we started our campaign we have raised over $7 million and it is anticipated 
that the needed funding to complete the remaining work is approximately  
$3 million. 

We continue to submit grants and explore new options to raise the addition-
al funds needed. In October we received a $2,000 grant from the South  
Monterey County Foundation and are waiting for a decision on a grant we 
submitted to the Community Foundation for Monterey County. We are well on 
our way to reaching the $250,000 dollar for dollar match goal, with a little over 
$185,800 raised between August 22 – October 31. We have until the end of the 
year to raise the matching funds and appreciate every dollar donated during this 
time. With the help of Gigi Greene and Joan Steele, we launched the Wall of 
Wine Opportunity Drawing on November 1st. You can read more about the 
fundraiser in this newsletter.

�ere is no doubt this past year has had its challenges, but I am con�dent  
we will succeed in our e�orts to save this timeless treasure. I am extremely 
thankful for the support and commitment of our wonderful board, the project 
team, contractors and most important, you our donors. As we enter the holiday 
season, on behalf of the Board of Directors, I “thank you” for your support  
and generosity. �
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In Memory of 
Rosario, �e Mission Cat

June 2007 – September 20, 2017

MATCH IT FOR 
THE MISSION
Donate today and 
you will be giving 
twice as much to the Mission! Mission!

Donate Online at:
preservemissionsanantonio.org
or Mail Checks to:
P. O. Box 450, King City, CA 93930

After �ghting valiantly against a toxin in  
his body, Rosario went on to the �elds of 
heaven, where all good pets go.

Rosario was a wonderful ambassador for 
the Mission for the past ten years. Begin-
ning with the 
miracle from 
which he was 
named, to the 
many lives he 
touched, 
Rosario left a 
loving legacy. 

He is buried 
under the olive 
tree in front of 
the Mission. If you are able to visit the 
Mission stop by the olive tree and then sit a 
moment in the Padre’s Garden, and allow 
Rosario’s wife, Spirit, to approach you. 
Spend a few quiet moments with her, she’s 
shy but friendly. She misses Rosario too!

Rosario and Spirit
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On a Stabilization and Restorative Mission…
Mission San Antonio de Padua 
By Joan Steele, Mission Administrator

Mission with Rainbow – the symbol of hope

HARVEY, IRMA, JOSE…tropical storms, hurricanes, 

earthquakes and �restorms…mass shootings and public 

terror…2017 has been fraught with an inordinate number  

of trials and tribulations. Why would I remind you of all these 

painful situations that have altered millions of lives? Merely 

because I want to acknowledge that whether on a catastrophic 

level, or simply on a personal, individual or family level, life 

can be di�cult. �ings happen to us; things that knock us out 

of sync, make us nervous, fearful and apprehensive. When our 

lives are disrupted by illness, �nancial hardship, separation 

and loss, we need assistance.

When disasters strike, we want to help. What can we do to 

help restore our sense of normalcy, our optimism, our hope-

fulness? We seek places that will enable us to recover our inner 

peace, rea�rm our con�dence, reestablish our sense of 

well-being, rebuild our courage, restore our faith and renew 

hope in the future.

Mission San Antonio exists as such a place. Our Retreat 

Center continues to o�er sanctuary to the world-weary. 

Tucked snugly against the foothills of the Santa Lucia Moun-

tain Range, Mission San Antonio o�ers a unique opportunity 

to step back in time, step away from the fray and rejuvenate. 

In a world that continues to spiral faster and faster, we need 

places like this Mission to allow us to slow down and re-focus, 

re-prioritize our lives. Whether for an hour visit or a week-

long retreat, the Mission stands prepared to assist.
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Peaceful sunrise at Mission San Antonio

You know, if you’ve been following our journey through 

our California State mandated seismic retro�t/restoration 

project, that we have accomplished a lot together! We want to 

whole-heartedly thank you for your unwavering support. 

�anks to you and many others, we currently stand approxi-

mately three-fourths of the way done. But we have NOT 

crossed the �nish line yet!

We have completed the stabilization of all but the �nal 

phase, beginning with the dining rooms, kitchen, archives, 

laundry room, etc. to the east end of the north wing. We still 

need to complete the ADA and plumbing restoration of the 

North Convento. We need to tackle the seismic stabilization, 

electrical and plumbing restoration, ADA compliancy and �re 

safety installation for the remainder of the north wing (Phase 

IV). �en, we need to complete the restorative painting of the 

church and the civil work (grounds) in the Padre’s Garden 

and in the area in front (south) of the Mission complex.

While some people may have believed we were done when 

we completed the seismic work on the church, they are sadly 

mistaken. A parish that claims only sixty-nine parishioners, 

ten under the age of ten, and the average age of seventy plus 

and living on �xed incomes, does not have the ability to 

accomplish a stabilization project of this magnitude. It is the 

income from our Retreat Center, in part, that makes it 

possible for the Mission to remain open for both the Parish 

and the greater community on a daily basis. If we do not 

complete the entire �ve-phase project, we will not be able to 

keep the retreat center open. If the retreat center closes, so 

too, will the rest of the facilities. 

�rough responsible collaboration, careful planning and 

employment of innovative solutions, the Retro�t Project 

Team has successfully utilized the approximately $7 Million 

raised and spent to date. Capitalizing on our economy of  

scale and timing, we look to realize a $4 Million to $5 Million 

Continued on next page
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Mission San Antonio de Padua nestled in foothills of Santa Lucia Mountain Range.

Serene meditation in the Padre’s Garden, Mission quadrangle with irises 
and California poppies blooming in celebration of Spring!

savings if we can keep the project moving forward. In order to 

reap this estimated savings, we only need to raise an addition-

al $3 Million dollars. �is is a small price to pay for the 

continued insurance of Mission San Antonio remaining open 

and accessible for numerous future generations. Donations 

can be made as single time gifts and/or via multi-year pledges.

�e fate of a precious historic treasure that continues to 

provide a very unique Mission experience to a world that 

desperately needs what it o�ers hangs in the balance. We need 

your help. We need your �nancial assistance. We need you to 

invest in this worthwhile opportunity.

�ere are many worthwhile causes asking for your year-

end donations, please include Mission San Antonio as one of 

them. We need your help to complete this stabilization/

restoration project, so that we can continue to help visitors 

and guests to restore and stabilize their lives. 

Happy Holidays and may you enjoy abundant blessings  

in 2018! �

Continued from previous page
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�ank You to 
Our 2017 Donors
Individual Donations 
American AgCredit
Anonymous (4)
David & Christine Armanasco
Robert & Linda Attiyeh
Ausonio Family
Lance & Geraldine Ball
Barbara Bane
Ann Beckett
John & Margot Beckett
Allen & Sheila Bengtson
John & Dolores Billman
Michael Bishop
Forrest & Alicia Boomer
Richard & Carolyn Bricmont
Jay & Ann Brown
Richard Bruins
Carmelite Monastery
Peggy Casey
Richard & Sharon Casey
Ronald Casteel
Crystal Chessher
Christians in Commerce
Nels Christianson
Church Brothers, LLC
Clark Family
Bridgid Clawson
Brent Conatser
A. Crawford Cooley
George & Susan Cooper 
Georgia Cordle
Anthony Costa & Sons
Guillermo Costello
Suzanne Curtis
Charles Debord  
Tony & Mary DelaTorre
Mary Medeleine & Roger Detels
Jessie Di�ey
Paul Dubsky
Monica Du�ock
William & Particia Eggleston
Eunice Erb Goodan
Samuel Farr
Stephen & Bonnie Fentress
Brent Ferdig
J. Leroy & E. C. Fernandes
Rosie Ferrasci
Tom Ferrel

Denise Foderaro
Dennis Gibb
Francis & Becky Giudici
Bishop Richard Garcia
David Gonzales
Larry Grace
Je�rey & Debbie Gualco
Vince & Lynne Guise
Mark & Janet Hanson
Rick & Maureen Harris
Steve & Katrina Hearne
Tim & Kate Hearne
J. Erich & Barbara Hespenheide
James & Consuelo Hill
Cheri Hitchcock
Nathan & Cindy Holaday
Holaday Seed Company
Peter Hoss
Charles Hunter
Mary F. Hutton
Benny Je�erson
Mark Alan Jones
Knights of Columbus #1948
John & Helene Kunsemiller
Michael & Dianne Lima
John & Lois Lindley
Norma Malacrida
John & Margaret Marcroft
Charles & Laurene Martin
Timothy & Candace McCarthy
James McDonald, III
John & Anna McNett
David & Mary Mello
Richard Merrill
Johnny Miyasaki
Arvid & Ann Myhre
Neil Bassetti Farms, LLC
Oak Shores Realty
Laurie Orange
Jim & Michelle Orradre
Dennision & Pauline Parolini
Leo & Veronica Parolini
Richard Pechon
Anna & Charles Pedrazzini
David & Catherine Peri
Catherine & Je� Perrone
Cheryl & Randy Phillips
E�e Picaso
Henry A. Plain, Jr.
Jean Powell

Marianne Powers
Frank Quattrone
Nickolas & Anne Ramirez
Jerry & Natalie Rava
Ronald Reynolds
�omas & Susan Rhein
Richard & Josephine Rhode
Catherine Rhodes
Clem & Barbara Richardson
Carmen Roman
Sacred Heart Church
Carolyn Sanders
Arthur & Karen Sayles
Carl Schiermeyer
�omas & Janette Sekel
Donald Sloggy
Joseph & Sally Small
Arthur & Renee Spence
Sturdy Oil Company
Douglass Taber
Taylor Fresh Foods, Inc.
Yoandra Tito
Lawrence Tracy
True Organic Products
John & Joann Van Buskirk
Mel & Rosita Ventura
Veritas Technologies, LLC
Robert Vessely
Michael Voelker
Barbara Walcom
Richard Wallace
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Wise
Eloy, Saner & Maria Wouter

Foundations 
California Missions Foundations
Ramsay Family Foundation 
�e Rotary Foundation
on behalf of Schreiner 
Family Fund

South Monterey County
Community Foundation

In Memory of Lupe Aguirre
Cynthia Aguirre
K. L. Chew
Robert Hibbs
In Memory of
Lorraine Alameda

Community Foundation of
Monterey County

LA Hearne Company
In Memory of 
Winifred & Joseph Allender

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence A. Wise
In Memory of Patrick Bailey
Patricia Arena
Kim Bonino Kronkhyte
Miguel & Dorothy Errea
Mary Trotter
In Memory of Vicki Banuelos
Stanley & Arlene Dedini
Joan Ungs
Norma Jean Wallace
In Memory of
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Barnett

James & Hilda �orne
In Memory of David Blair 
Barbara Blaine
Paula Ann Elsey
Alberta Gertsch
James & Hilda �orne
In Memory of 
Elvezio (Saw) Breschini

Cheri Hitchcock
Joanne Nissen
In Memory of Walter Bresciani 
Elva Blair
Allen & Mary Anne Chaney 
Albert & Jane Dani
In Memory of �elma Brown
Joanne Nissen
In Memory of
Cyrilla Brubaker

Russ & Debbie Cauley
Stanley & Arlene Dedini
In Memory of Rick Camarillo
Kim Bonino Kronkhyte
Maxine Miller
In Memory of 
Norwood & Lily Chaney

Elva Blair
Peggy Casey
Allen & Mary Anne Chaney
Albert & Jane Dani
Stanley & Arlene Dedini
Jack & Nettie Ferrasci
Alberta Gertsch
Pamela Gill
James & Lesle Helgason

Continued on next page
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Christopher & Darlyne McCoy
H. M. McQuone
Joanne Nissen
John & Annette O’Brien
Barbara Plaskett
Anthony & Vicky Plaza
Connie Quinlan
James & Hilda �orne
Steve & Grace Wood
In Memory of 
Barbara & Robert Clawson

Brigid Clawson
In Memory of Al Cognina
Terry & Glenda Rodman
In Memory of 
Major Frank Cosentino

Alex Cosentino
In Memory of
Ralph & Maria Cosseboom

John Cosseboom
In Memory of Joseph Cozley
Patricia Arena
Albert & Jane Dani
Pamela Gill
In Memory of William Cusick
Paul Cusick
In Memory of Daisy
Norma Jean Wallace
In Memory of James DeCarli
Stanley & Arlene Dedini
In Memory of
Miles Jordan Diaz

Mario & Arcadia Lima
In Memory of 
Marjorie “Midge” Fanoe

Lynn & Mikel Miller
Clem & Barbara Richardson
In Memory of Michael Fanoe
A & R Fresh
Burton Anderson
Karen Antle
�omas & Karen Archer
Greg & Michelle Beach
Marilyn Borofka
Leslie Breschini
Patricia Bunte
Paula Breschini Clark
Anthony Costa & Sons
Matthew & Doris Fanoe

Loius & Roberta Huntington
Jensen Family Farms, Inc.
DB, Ramsey, Doud & 
Lauritson

C. E. & Linda Little
Fermin Lopez
John & Sharon Metzer
Katryn Moser
Joanne Nissen
Duane & Leslie Papierniak
Rosann Pisoni
Clem & Barbara Richardson
J & M Richardson
Carolyn Sanders
Edward & Barbara Silacci
Dale Stevenson
Sturdy Oil Company
Kirk Williams
Steve & Grace Wood
In Memory of Robert Ferreira
Allen & Mary Anne Chaney
In Memory of Mr. Ed Fisher
Kim Bonino Kronkhyte
In Memory of Kuuli Flores
Maxine Miller
In Memory of 
Lawrence (Bud) Frudden
Terry & Glenda Rodman

In Memory of Tim Garcia
Kim Bonino Kronkhyte
In Memory of 
Debarah Gerozewski

Nancy & Eugene Spencer
In Memory of Les Gillis
Allen & Mary Anne Chaney
In Memory of 
Mary Jane Giudici

Maxine Miller 
In Memory of 
Robert Glassmaker

Robert & Phyllis Walton
In Memory of Lou Harbin
Arlene Azcona 
Kim Bonino Kronkhyte
Nathan & Cindy Holaday
In Memory of Lucille Harbin
Harbin Construction
In Memory of
Elizabeth Jean Harrell

Betty H Gerlack

In Memory of Ray Harrod
Russ & Debbie Cauley
In Memory of Dave Hart
Russ & Debbie Cauley
In Memory of Chris Hitchcock 
Cheri Hitchcock
Joanne Nissen
In Memory of Karen Iwan
Patricia Arena
In Memory of Allan Je�erson
Russ & Debbie Cauley
In Memory of 
Sandy Lockwood Johnson

Stanley & Arlene Dedini
In Memory of Lynette Kisaka
Allen & Mary Anne Chaney
In Memory of Del�na Lancher
Arlene Azcona
In Memory of Rick Letterman
Russ & Debbie Cauley
In Memory of Maria Lima
Maria Weinerth
In Memory of Bob Leighton
Nick & Stacey Azcona
In Memory of Mary Lenehan
John & Anna McNett
In Memory of Pat Lydon
Paul & Particia Lydon
In Memory of Alice Mars
Albert & Jane Dani
Jose & Socorro Diaz
In Memory of Doug Martella
Elva Blair
Russ & Debbie Cauley
Albert & Jane Dani
Stanley & Arlene Dedini
In Memory of
Elsa & Frank McKee

Kristiane McKee Maas
In Memory of Mary McNett
John & Anna McNett
In Memory of Janice McParlin
Joanne Nissen
In Memory of 
Leslie Plaskett Merrill

Stanley & Arlene Dedini
In Memory of Dustin Miller
Ed Buntz
Katherine Snell

In Memory of Tim Morinini
Stanley & Arlene Dedini
James & Hilda �orne
In Memory of John Norman
Maxine Miller
In Memory of David Padilla
Kim Bonino Kronkhyte
Albert & Jane Dani
Stanley & Arlene Dedini
In Memory of Marie Pera
Allen & Mary Anne Chaney
In Memory of Wanda Prewitt
Terry & Glenda Rodman
In Memory of Chester Pursley
Terry & Glenda Rodman 
In Memory of Sam Rice
Arlene Azcona
Russ & Debbie Cauley 
In Memory of Irene Sala Rider
Joanne Nissen
Barbara Plaskett
James & Hilda �orne
In Memory of Sam Rive
Patricia Arena
In Memory of 
Joe and Frances Rocha

Alfred & Rose Amaral
In Memory of Betty Romans
Anonymous
In Memory of Rosario the Cat
Brigid Clawson 
Mary Sheldon
In Memory of
Pat Bullene Ryan

Joanne Nissen
In Memory of 
Mission Family Ancestors

J. Leroy & E. C. Fernandes
In Memory of Les Sans
Russ & Debbie Cauley
Allen & Mary Anne Chaney
Albert & Jane Dani
Stanley & Arlene Dedini
In Memory of Pier Sciaroni
Albert & Jane Dani
In Memory of Lonnie Silva
Stanley & Arlene Dedini
Tim & Kate Hearne 
In Memory of Manny Silva
Russ & Debbie Cauley

Donors continued
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In Memory of Jerry Smith
Paula Ann Elsey
Alberta Gertsch
James & Hilda �orne
Kevin & Joan Steele
In Memory of 
Julia Ball Stevens

Allen & Mary Anne Chaney
In Memory of Helen Stratton
Allen & Mary Anne Chaney
In Memory of Tom Tarp
Connie Quinlan
In Memory of Julian Trescony
Gaynor Family
In Memory of Carolina Uccelli
Patricia Arena
In Memory of Tony Vaughn
Kim Bonino Kronkhyte
Terry & Glenda Rodman
In Memory of Neva Dani Ward 
Terry & Glenda Rodman 
In Memory of Ann Warne
Maria Weinerth
In Memory of Anita Waren
Pamela Gill
In Memory of
James F. Warnock

Marian Warnock
In Memory of Al Weber
Robert & Heidi Smith
In Memory of Marion Willis
Charles & Lynne Willis
In Memory of Juanita Zepeda
Allen & Mary Anne Chaney

In Honor of Peggy Casey
Michael Barbree & Sarah Nash
In Honor of 
Jim & Georgia Cordle

Michael Voelker
In Honor of Family & Friends
Miguel & Dorothy Errea
In Honor of
Susan Gill’s Birthday

Jerry & Natalie Rava
In Honor of 
Brother Joachim Grant OFM

Mary Acton

In Honor of 
Bill & Laurie Massa 

Paul & Dane Guidotti
Kevin & Joan Steele
In Honor of Edward & 
Mary McDonough Family

Deborah & Mark Marsing
In Honor of Mission Ancestors
J. Leroy & E.C. Fernandes
In Honor of Edward & 
Mary McDonough Family

Deborah & Mark Marsing
In Honor of O’Donnell Family 
Elizabeth O’Donnell
In Honor of Jack Rode
United Way of Los Angeles
In Honor of 
Mr. & Mrs. Francis D. Ryan

�e Ryan Family Foundation
In Honor of Our Parents
David, Horton & 
Mary Lea Shipnuck

In Honor of Neil Rudo
Connie Quinlan
In Honor of Richard Smith 
Bernard Je�erson
In Honor of Tom Tarp
Connie Quinlan
In Honor of Erik Wilkins 
Anonymous

In �anksgiving to
Mission San Antonio 

Joseph & Ilde Dughi
For Rosario the Mission Cat 
Brigid Clawson
Happy Birthday to Al Parolini 
Anthony & Louise Tesoriere
 
�e following individuals and 
businesses have generously 
donated time and professional 
services:

Armanasco Public 
    Relations Inc.

 Casey Printing
 Natalie Rava – Hayashi 

    & Wayland Accounting
 �e Wecker Group
 Branding Design

Congratulations David and Susan Gill

Congratulations to our Past President Susan Gill and her 
husband David on receiving the 2017 Distinguished Trustee 
Award from the Community Foundation for Monterey 
County. �e award honors those who have demonstrated 
philanthropic leadership in supporting nonpro�ts in 
Monterey County.

David grew up working on the family farm on the 
outskirts of King City. A third-generation grower, he heads 
Rio Farms and Gills Onions and is recognized as a leader  
in the agricultural industry. David heads Hartnell Commu-
nity College’s ag committee and chairs �e First Tee of 
Monterey County.

Susan, a former educator, has been a steadfast supporter  
of local libraries and co-chaired the campaign to build the 
Hartnell Community College King City Education Center. 
She has served as a board member, fundraiser extraordinaire 
and hands-on volunteer for more than a dozen organiza-
tions. She helped found the Campaign for the Preservation 
of Mission San Antonio and served as President for X years.

Steve McGowan, 2017 Board Chair for the Community 
Foundation, called the Gills “a dynamic duo for doing 
good,” adding “�e Gills have humbly, quietly and steadily 
been active donors and volunteers for dozens of nonpro�t 
organizations from King City to Monterey. �eir decades of 
involvement and leadership have inspired and encouraged 
others and helped change lives.”

Read the Community Foundation’s full article about 
David and Susan online: www.cfmco.org/news-events. �

Community Foundation for Monterey County 2017
Distinguished Trustee Award Recipients



Campaign Board Members
David Armanasco
Ann Beckett
Sheila Bengtson
Richard Casey
Margaret Du�ock
Most Rev. Richard J. Garcia
Susan Gill
Rick Harris
Nate Holaday
Al Parolini
Natalie Rava
Clem Richardson
Joan Steele

Campaign Contact Information
CAMPAIGN FOR THE
PRESERVATION OF MISSION
SAN ANTONIO DE PADUA
Post O�ce Box 450
King City, CA 93930
TEL  831.386.0599
WEB  preservemissionsanantonio.org
EMAIL  info@preservemissionsanantonio.org

CAMPAIGN FOR THE PRESERVATION 
OF MISSION SAN ANTONIO DE PADUA
Post O�ce Box 450
King City, CA 93930
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�e content for the newsletter is put together by volunteers. If you would like to contribute to a future edition or see something that needs a correction, 
please contact Elizabeth Diaz at 831-386-0599/info@preservemissionsanantonio.org.

I was born in Monterey and grew  
up in Carmel so the Carmel Mission 
has always been a part of my life.  
I have enjoyed two careers since com-
ing home from college; �fteen years 
in the wine industry and since 1985 
the public relations and public a�airs 
business. I love Monterey County 
and feel privileged to have grown up, 
live and work in such a beautiful and 
diverse area.
How and when did you �rst come 
to know of Mission San Antonio?
My wife, Christine, and I have enjoyed visits and picnics at Mission 
San Antonio on one of our favorite drives to the coast on Nacimiento-
Fergusson Road. At dinner one evening we shared this with Susan and 
David Gill and I was told about the campaign and asked if I would 
come aboard, which I a�rmed and accepted enthusiastically. 

Why are you giving your time to help preserve 
Mission San Antonio?
I believe Mission San Antonio is one of the rarest and special missions 
in California. To exist completely unencumbered by any development, 
in its original setting, is truly amazing. School kids and adult visitors 
gain a remarkable view into life at the mission as it was over 240 
years ago. �e visual story you can experience by taking both the 
outdoor self guided tour and museum is priceless and stimulates 
the imagination of the life at the beginnings of California. I also 
admire the determination of the Campaign Board and the many 
generous donors who believe in the importance of preserving Mission 
San Antonio!

Do you have a special memory of the Mission?
I have many special memories of the wonderful events held annually 
and staying in the guest rooms for weekend retreats. Walking the 
mission grounds at night under the stars and moonlight are magical 
experiences. More than any single experience is the special inspiring 
feeling one has by just being at the only California Mission completely 
preserved in its original setting.

What are your hopes for the future of Mission San Antonio?
We reach our goal so the funds are there to complete the retro�t 
and preserve for years to come an extremely important chapter of 
California’s history! �

MEET OUR BOARD
Board Member

DAVID ARMANASCO 


