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SAVE THE DATE!
Evening in the Garden
Saturday, November 3, 2018 

from 5:00pm to 8:00pm

THIS SPECIAL EVENT provides an 
enchanting opportunity to sample local 
wines while enjoying specially prepared 
gourmet food in an exclusive Wine 
Makers Dinner.

�is year’s event is open to 25 couples 
and includes dinner with a private chef, 
wine pairing with dinner from 4-6 wineries, 
gift basket, a private classical guitar concert 
by Ray Ruessner, overnight stay in the 
Mission Retreat Center, and continental 
breakfast on Sunday. �e cost is $500  
per couple.

On Sunday, November 4th the Mission 
Gift Shop will be hosting an Open-House 
to introduce their new Christmas items. 
Many of the artists who consign their work 
to the Gift Shop will be on hand to meet 
people and answer questions while they 
showcase their unique pieces of art.

A Message from President AL PAROLINI
Entering the 1900’s, at the turn of the century, all that remained of the once thriving 
Mission San Antonio de Padua was the abandoned stone church with a collapsed roof 
and portions of adobe walls of the Mission’s quadrangle. During the period spanning 
1948 to 1951, under the direction of Harry Downie, the mission was resurrected. For 
the ensuing seventy years, it has served a signi�cant number of various individuals, 
groups and soldiers, as each traveled to this unique place to learn about history, attend 
religious services, or like myself looking for that something special which was missing in 
their individual lives. 

My �rst experience exploring Mission San Antonio was in the fourth grade, with  
a bus load of children who traveled from our rural elementary school to complete  
our early California history 
studies of the California 
missions. 

I returned in 1995 as 
part of a men’s retreat; a 
group of men who were 
examining their lives, 
attempting to determine 
their purpose, seeking to 
�nd their way, with a 
strong desire to grow. �e 
solace and isolation of 
Mission San Antonio allowed us to look within, re�ect on the past, understand the  
present and prepare for the future.

Mission San Antonio is on the National Register of Historic Places list, a California 
Historical Landmark, a parish church, a retreat center, a historical archaeological site,  
a place for students to learn and artists to capture, for youth groups to gather, for the 
military to re�ect before deploying to war, and for the community to gather and 
celebrate. It is a special place for many, with visitors from all over the United States. 

I believe it was writer and philosopher George Santayana, who wrote—“those who 
cannot remember the past are doomed to repeat it.” Let us never forget our heritage, as 
it plays an extremely important part of our state’s early formation.

As we continue to reach out to the greater community – seeking �nancial support to 
ensure that this Mission will not be forgotten – we continue to have faith and hope, 
recognizing that all things will be accomplished in its correct time. 

�ank you for your continued encouragement and support. �
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View north of church and part of Convento during 
construction, ca. 1949 (image from 

Mission San Antonio Archives)
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What’s new at Mission San Antonio? An update from Joan Steele

Pete Vachek painting the west interior wall of the church.

MISSION SAN ANTONIO DE PADUA once enjoyed the 
presence of thirteen hundred Salinan people, two padres, and 
four to six soldiers (depending on the year.) Today, two 
hundred and forty-seven years later, we claim about sixty-nine 
registered parishioners (ten under the age of ten), most of 
whom are seniors living on �xed incomes. I often say, we are 
small but mighty! 

�anks to the support and donations from the greater 
Mission Community, we have managed to raise funds to 
complete about three-fourths of the seismic stabilization/
restoration project.

Even while we’ve been on a construction hiatus, we have 
been moving forward in small steps.

Pete Vachek has continued to work on the internal 
painting restoration. Sometimes I begin to think that this 
immense project will have Pete feeling like Michelangelo 
when he was painting the Sistine Chapel. I’m almost 
tempted to ask Pete repeatedly, “When will you be done?” 
just so I can hear him reply, “I will be done when I am 
done!” �is is a really large Mission and although Pete may 
feel he’ll never �nish, he has made remarkable progress on 
keeping up with the project! 

�e library-to-art gallery/reception room project has also 
made exceptional progress. July 23-27, 2018 saw the 
carpeting removed from the room and the newly created, 
hand-made Mexican tile installed. Within the next few 
weeks the artisan chosen by the California Missions 
Foundation will arrive to add a wainscoting to the room. 
He will paint the wainscoting onto the walls, utilizing the 
three muted colors displayed in the corbels and the 
geometric pattern exhibited in the baptistry of the church.

Next, attention will be directed to furnishing the room 
and displaying the artwork. �is project is being made 
possible by two generous grants from the Francis K. and 
Charles D. Field Foundation.

�e Padre’s Garden is always a changing pallet of color 
and texture. As the hot summer sun heats up our days to 
triple digits, repeatedly, the vibrant colors of the hollyhocks 
wane and the plants go to seed. �e sun�owers o�er up 
their bright yellow faces to their namesake as the bumble 
bees buzz around their petals. 

�e roses continue to o�er an explosion of color, not 
unlike the fourth of July �reworks. Lady bugs and praying 

Restoration painting vs. painting that’s 68 years old.
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mantis labor in the garden, trying their best to keep the pests 
at bay. 

�e lavender sways gently in the afternoon breeze, awash 
with watercolor brushstrokes of gentle violet hues emitting  
a relaxing scent as the honey bees busily work among their 
blossoms. 

Life began in a garden…and thanks to the dutiful work of 
Babette Smith, our loyal gardener extraordinaire and her 
occasional volunteers, life continues at the Mission garden.

Won’t you come for a visit… and maybe stay awhile? �

Rose bushes are still exploding with color.

A honeybee gets up close and personal 
with a sun�ower.

Hollyhocks in bloom are a 
de�nite draw for the bees.

�e original Mallorcan Mission grape stock is still producing luscious fruit.

A praying mantis diligently searches the rose leaves for insect pests.
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preservemissionsanantonio.org/how-to-donate.htm

Follow Us on Social Media and Donate Online

twitter.com/PreserveMSA

Follow us on
Twitter

facebook.com/preservemissionsanantonio/

ROME WASN’T BUILT IN A DAY. 
In Egypt, it took decades to build each pyramid. 
Award winning athletes spend years training before they 

stand on the podium and receive the accolades.
Building something that lasts takes more than a moment of 

e� ort and is well worth our time and attention. � e same can 
be said of California’s historic Missions. For � fty-four years 
(from Mission San Diego’s founding in 1769 to the founding 
of the twenty-� rst Mission San Francisco Solano in 1823) the 
Franciscan Order worked to build Christian Communities in 
a New World. � ese Spanish Colonial Missions stand today 
as a testament to the courageous friars who travelled across 
oceans to spread the Good News and to the hard work and 
fortitude shown by both the friars and the Native Peoples, by 
wresting lasting structures from the very dust of the ground.

Following secularization in 1834, most of the Spanish 
Mission buildings su� ered major neglect and rapidly fell into 
disrepair and destruction. A revival of interest in these historic 
structures and the integral part they played in our California 
(and National) history took place in the early 20th century 
and led to various levels of shoring up, repair and/or rebuild-
ing. We owe a debt of gratitude to the individuals who 
recognized the historic importance of the Missions and acted 
to preserve them for our generation. 

Mission San Antonio experienced a major restoration 
during the years of 1948-1950. � e Church was repaired and 
the three wings of the quadrangle were rebuilt. For just over 
� fty years the Mission served as a school for Order Novices 

Rome Wasn’t Built in a Day
By Joan Steele, Mission Administrator

and a Franciscan Retreat Center. In 2005, change again 
took place at Mission San Antonio as the Franciscan Order 
turned the stewardship of the Mission over to the Diocese 
of Monterey. 

Anyone who lives in California, has relatives here, has 
visited, or watches the evening news, knows that life in 
California tends to get shaken up periodically. We experience 
earthquakes. � at’s a fact of life in California. Ever striving to 
better protect human life, the State of California issued a 
mandate that requires every non-reinforced building with 
public access to be seismically retro� t as a prerequisite to 
remaining open to the public. � e Mission is no exception. 

� e community of Mission San Antonio de Padua em-
braced this $12 to $15-million-dollar-undertaking, breaking 
ground in August, 2014. � e project has been eye-opening, 
educational, frustrating and rewarding. In four short years we 
have completed approximately seventy-� ve per cent of the 
job. Four years … mere moments when viewed through the 
lens of history.

We are not, however, � nished. Construction costs continue 
to rise. We are still hard at work raising the additional $3 to 
$5 million dollars we need to complete the ADA (American 
Disabilities Act) compliancy factors and necessary plumbing 
repairs and upgrades for the north retreat wing (Phase IV). 
We also need to complete the seismic stabilization, electrical 
and plumbing restoration, etc. of Phase V, complete the civil 
work required in the Padre’s Garden and the south expanse of 
the property beginning in front of the facility, encompassing 
both interpretation and protection of the archeological ruins 
that give us a critical historical footprint of the site.

� is is an exciting time to be alive! We are presented with 
a unique opportunity to play an integral part of saving a 
historic treasure. Not just one that tells us about our past, but 
one that continues to serve the greater community today, and 
with your help, tomorrow.

Won’t you please consider joining us in this truly worth-
while venture? 

Rome wasn’t built in a day… neither was the Mission. It 
took many, many adobe bricks and many, many hands to build 
these buildings. We can honor the hard work and dedication 
of the original builders by stabilizing, restoring and maintain-
ing the entire facility and historic site to the best of our 
abilities. Please spread the word … invite everyone you know 
to be part of this exciting mission. Our good and responsible 
stewardship will guarantee that this very special place contin-
ues to serve the community for countless future generations. �



�ank You to 
Our 2018 Donors
Individual Donations
Ada’s Vineyard
Michelle Allegra
Maria Araque
Robert & Linda Attiyeh
Ausonio Family
Azcona Harvesting LLC
Lance & Geraldine Ball
Barbara Bane
Joseph & Barbara Baranek
Genevieve & Jack Becker
Ann Beckett
Allen & Sheila Bengtson
Robert Bettencourt
John & Dolores Billman
Michael Bishop
John Boll
Forrest & Alicia Boomer
Kathleen Bostwick
Richard & Carolyn Bricmont
Cathy Brown
Arthur & Frances Brunwasser
Christopher & Renate Bunn
John & Janet Buttgereit
Anne Carlson
Peggy Casey
John Cloonan
Luke Coletti
David & Debra Compton
George & Susan Cooper
James & Georgia Cordle
Guillermo Costello
Chris Crawford
Suzanne Curtis
Bert Cutino
Charlotte Dahms
Charles Dana
Mary Days
Charles Debord
Tony & Mary Dela Torre
Desbieys Family

Mary Madeleine & Roger Detels
Danielle Diestel
Jessie Di�ey
Diocese of Monterey
Paul Dubsky
Monica Du�ock
Joseph & Idle Dughi
Marie-Jo Dulade-Coclet
Frank Ely
Brent Ferdig
Abel Fernandez
Suzanne Frueh
Adolfo Garber
Dick Gerlack
Cecilia Getz
Dennis Gibb
Kevin Gihooley
David & Susan Gill
David Ginsberg
Francis & Becky Giudici
Goodan Family
Marina & William Gorman
Joseph Grebmeier
Je�rey & Deborah Gualco
Vince & Lynne Guise
Timothy Hall
Steve & Katrina Hearne
Cynthia Hertlein
J. Erich & Barbara Hespenheide
Antonette Higgins
James & Consuelo Hill
Leland Hoagland
Clay Ho�man
Janet Holloway
Patti Hughes
Mary Hutton
Casimir & Diane Jatczak
Benny Je�erson
Bernard Je�erson
William & Carol Jurkovich
Christian Kaiser
Alan Kemp
King City Rotary Club

Lili Kumala
John & Helene Kunsemiller
Craig Laughton
Steven & Kimberley Leavitt
Michael & Dianne Lima
John & Lois Lindley
Chuck & Jan Lombardi
�omas & Lois Lukes
Melanie Lynn
Norma Malacrida
John & Margaret Marcroft
Charles & Laurene Martin
Mary Ann Martinus
Timothy & Candace McCarthy
James McDonald III
Anna McNett
Dana & Donaldine McRae
Kay Mercer
Patricia Milstead
Fred Miranda, MD
William Mueller
Arvid & Ann Myhre
Network for Good
Caren Old�eld
Dean & Kathi Olson
Laurie Orange
Mike & Mary Orradre
Michael Papp
Al & Sharon Parolini
Dennison & Pauline Parolini
Kimberly Patterson
Richard Pechon
Lester Pedrazzini
David & Catherine Peri
Annette & Joseph Perreault
Catherine & Je� Perrone
Vivian Philipp
Jean Powell
Charles Powers
Henry & Karin Prager
Diann Probert
Gary & Carolyn Pybas
Gloria R.

Nickolas & Anne Ramirez
John & Robin Ramsdell
Robert & Ethel Reber
William & Linda Reisz
Resurrection Church
Clem Richardson
Carmen Roman
�e Roman Catholic Bishop
�eresa Rouse
Rhonda Sanford
Arthur & Karen Sayles
Carl Schiermeyer
Susan Schlenger
�omas & Janette Sekel
R. C. & Luz Shanrock
Eugene & Nancy Sharp
Mark & Janet Sharron
David & Horton Shipnuck
Joseph & Sally Small
South Monterey County 
Labor Supply

Arthur & Renee Spence
St. Vincent De Paul Society
Anne Dolcini Starr
Douglass Taber
Anthony & Louise Tesoriere
Mary Trotter
Randy Turnquist
John & Joann Van Buskirk
Mel & Rosita Ventura
Veritas Technologies LLC
Robert Vessely
Karen Victorino
Kenny Vu
Barbara Walcom
Christine Waldor
Marian Warnock
Brett Weber
Erik & Staci Wilkings
Erik Wilkins
Samuel & Terese Wright

Continued on next page
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In Honor of 
Madalene Benadome 
100th Birthday

James & Hilda �orne
In Honor of the 
Clawson Family and “Meow”

Brigid Clawson 
In Honor of Joseph Dughi
95th Birthday

Elva Byrne
Joseph & Ilde Dughi
In Honor of 
Brother Joachim Grant OFM 

Mary Acton
Donna Blakemore 
In Honor of Jill Guidotti
Stanley & Arlene Dedini
In Honor of Cheri Hitchcock
Joanne Nissen
In Honor of Kori Lukasko
Joanne Nissen
In Honor of Joanne Nissen
Connie Quinlan
In Honor of 
Jerry Rava Sr. 80th Birthday

Nick & Stacey Azcona
In Honor of Adeline Rianda 
Joanne Nissen
In Honor of Rachelle Rianda
Joanne Nissen
In Honor of Renee Rianda 
Joanne Nissen 
In Honor of 
W. Jack & Ann Rode

United Way of Los Angeles
In Honor of Lucille Rosario 
Maxine Miller
In Honor of 
“Spirit” the Mission Cat

Brigid Clawson
In Honor of Hilda �orne 
Maxine Miller 

In Honor of Roy Zittelman 
Rebecca A. Matthias 
In Honor of Prayers Answered
By St. Anthony 

Ricardo Terrones

In Memory of Lupe Aguirre
Cynthia Aguirre 
In Memory of Don Bailey 
Darleen & Bill Bates
In Memory of Alfred Bassetti
Stanley & Arlene Dedini
In Memory of 
Allen Bengtson Jr.

Russell & Janice Banta 
Greg & Michelle Beach 
Patricia Bunte
Chip & Joine Campion 
Paula Breschini Clark 
Michael & Margie Fanoe
Neil & Anita Fanoe 
David & Susan Gill
Suzanne Harper  
LA Hearne Company 
Joanne Nissen 
Duane & Leslie Papierniak 
George & Laurie Pappas 
James & Hilda �orne 
In Memory of Gladys Bernal
Ted & Laura Mills
In Memory of the Blair Family
Albert & Jane Dani
In Memory of Lew Borzini
Paula Breschini Clark 
Stanley & Arlene Dedini
LA Hearne Company
Tim & Kate Hearne 
Joanne Nissen
Robert & Francis �orp
In Memory of 
Patsy Ruth Boyd

Loren & Portia Wacht

In Memory of Francis Bridge
Ada’s Vineyard
In Memory of Dick Brown
Larry Homen 
Joanne Nissen
Terry & Glenda Rodman 
In Memory of Emmy Clark 
LA Hearne Company
Tim & Kate Hearne
Joanne Nissen 
Terry & Glenda Rodman
In Memory of 
Barbara Clawson

Brigid Clawson
In Memory of Luke Compton
David & Susan Gill
In Memory of the Dani Family
Albert & Jane Dani
In Memory of Don DeRoza
Joanne Nissen
In Memory of Mary Dickes 
Robert & Phyllis Walton
In Memory of 
Phil Di Girolamo

Phil & Jane Girolamo
In Memory of Bruce Dodson
Russ & Debbie Cauley
Albert & Jane Dani
Tim & Kate Hearne
Ted & Laura Mills
In Memory of 
Eleanor Dye-Schoon

David & Susan Gill
In Memory of Frank Errea 
Darleen & Bill Bates
Tim & Kate Hearne
In Memory of Henry E. Fanoe 
A & R Fresh, LLC 
In Memory of Michael Fanoe 
Neil & Anita Fanoe
In Memory of Ron Foqua Jr.
A & R Fresh, LLC

In Memory of 
Alfonso (Al) Francioli

Albert & Jane Dani
In Memory of Jill Frederiksen
Miguel & Dorothy Errea
In Memory of Derald Frew
David & Susan Gill 
In Memory of 
Gilbert & Joanne Garcia 

Dennis & Sharon Hearne
In Memory of Paul Gertsch 
Alberta Gertsch
In Memory of 
Rebecca (Gigi) Giardino 

Giardino, J. & Shirley
In Memory of 
Michael (Mick, Mickey) Gilles

Russell & Janice Banta
Albert & Jane Dani
Francis & Becky Giudici
Tim & Kate Hearne
Joanne Nissen
Joan Ungs
In Memory of Van Gillis
Russell & Janice Banta
In Memory of 
Mary Ann Gittler 

Richard & Mary Lou 
Zechentmayer
In Memory of 
Allan & Mary Jane Giudici

Ted & Laura Mills
In Memory of 
Genemarie Hammonds

James Hammonds 
In Memory of Lu Harbin 
Joan Ungs
In Memory of Ruby He�ernon 
Elva Blair
Albert & Jane Dani
In Memory of Martin Johnson
Albert & Jane Dani 
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In Memory of Wesley Johnson
Stanley & Arlene Dedini
In Memory of 
Don & Alda Lauritson 

Don Lauritson 
In Memory of Mary Lenehan 
Anna McNett
In Memory of Patricia Lydon
Paul & Patricia Lydon 
In Memory John Massa
Nancy Spencer 
In Memory of 
Jerry McDonald 

Yannis & Virginia Gelos
In Memory of John McNett
Anna McNett
Robert & Phyllis Walton
In Memory of 
Sloane Renee Mendes

Russell & Janice Banta
In Memory of 
Joe & Audrey Meurer

Stanley & Arlene Dedini
Tim & Kate Hearne 
In Memory of 
Dustin Miller 

Ed Buntz & Katherine Snell
In Memory of Faustino Mora
Joanne Nissen
In Memory of 
Bud & Ellene Munger

Connie Quinlan
In Memory of Wes O’Rielly 
LA Hearne Company
In Memory of Paz Ortiz 
Mario & Arcadia Lima
In Memory of 
Norman Parlet 

Paula Ann Elsey
In Memory of 
Joan Lee Perrone

Leonard Perrone

In Memory of Eldon Pura
Enos Barera
Joseph & Ilde Dughi
David & Susan Gill
James & Hilda �orne
In Memory of 
Margaret Raschella

Stanley & Arlene Dedini
In Memory of Yrma Rendon 
Joan Ungs
In Memory of Sonny Rianda
Joanne Nissen
James & Hilda �orne
In Memory of Sam Rice
James & Hilda �orne
In Memory of Alberta Rist
Tim & Kate Hearne
In Memory of 
Joe & Frances Rocha

Alfred & Rose Amaral
In Memory of 
Lupe M. Rodriquez

Ted & Laura Mills
In Memory of 
Rosario, the Mission Cat

Kristiane McKee Maas 
Joseph & Marika Randazzo 
In Memory of 
Robert Rosenquist

Sandra Anderson
Mary Ann Beccio
Cynthia Carl
Mycelle Dean
Ruth Desantis
Nancy Dooley-Englund
David Fujito
Jack & Carolyn Grout
Milton Heinsen
Jon & Shirley King
Carolyn Le
James & Sidney Lowrey
Terri & William Oliver

Janet Rodriguez
Toni & Kris Rosenquist
Shirley B. George Ross
Beverly Ann & Kathleen Sereda
Betty Viramontes
Cli�ord & Deanna Wells 
In Memory of Emilo Rossi
Stanley & Arlene Dedini
In Memory of 
Francisca B. Santibanez 

Neil Bassetti Farms LLC
In Memory John Silveria
C. E. & Linda Little 
James & Hilda �orne
In Memory of Mike Singh
Tim & Kate Hearne
In Memory of Hugo Tottino
Connie Quinlan
In Memory of Ed Tully 
Russ & Debbie Cauley 
Francis & Becky Giudici
Tim & Kate Hearne
Terry & Glenda Rodman
George & Cynthia Salcido
In Memory of 
Ethan Valladerez

Stanley & Arlene Dedini 
Ted & Laura Mills
In Memory of 
�eo M. Verberne

Eloy Saner, Maria Wouter
In Memory of Mary Violini
Connie Quinlan
In Memory of Alan Wallace
Stanley & Arlene Dedini 
Tim & Kate Hearne
George & Cynthia Salcido
In Memory of Dave Wallace
George & Laurie Pappas
In Memory of Al Weber
Robert & Heidi Smith

In Memory of Bob Weinerth 
Maria Weinerth 
In Memory of �omas Yeseta
Stephen & Grace O’Connell
In Memory of Don Young
Tim & Kate Hearne
In Memory of our marriage 
at Misson San Antonio on
January 2, 1965

Alfred & Rose Amaral
In Memory of deceased
members of the board of
Friends Historic San
Antonio Mission

Susan Watson

�e following individuals and 
businesses have generously 
donated time and professional 
services:

  Armanasco Public 
    Relations Inc.

  Casey Printing
  Natalie Rava – Hayashi 

     & Wayland Accounting
  �e Wecker Group

     Branding/Design
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Campaign Board Members
David Armanasco
Ann Beckett
Sheila Bengtson
Richard Casey
Margaret Du� ock
Most Rev. Richard J. Garcia
Susan Gill
Rick Harris
Nate Holaday
Al Parolini
Natalie Rava
Clem Richardson
Joan Steele

Campaign Contact Information
CAMPAIGN FOR THE
PRESERVATION OF MISSION
SAN ANTONIO DE PADUA
Post O�  ce Box 450
King City, CA 93930
TEL  831.386.0599
WEB  preservemissionsanantonio.org
EMAIL  info@preservemissionsanantonio.org

CAMPAIGN FOR THE PRESERVATION 
OF MISSION SAN ANTONIO DE PADUA
Post O�  ce Box 450
King City, CA 93930
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Saving A Timeless Saving A Timeless 
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Saving A Timeless 

Treasure
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� e content for the newsletter is put together by volunteers. If you would like to contribute to a future edition or see a correction, 
please contact Elizabeth Diaz at 831-386-0599 / info@preservemissionsanantonio.org.

IF YOU SHOP ON AMAZON and you’re 

looking for a simple, automatic way to support 

the Campaign for the Preservation of Mission San 

Antonio de Padua, you should start your Amazon 

shopping at smile.amazon.com. With Amazon Smiles 

you shop as you normally would on the Amazon site, 

you don’t need to make a separate account. 

� rough AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of the 

purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to a 

charity of your choice. Tens of millions of products are 

eligible. Almost one million 501(c)(3) public charitable 

organizations participate in AmazonSmile, and our campaign 

is one of them. 

Shop on Amazon to Support the Mission

After selecting our charity you’ll be able to tell you’re 

shopping from the correct page if you see the AmazonSmile 

logo in the top corner of the page and “Supporting 

Campaign for the Preservation of Mission San Antonio” 

below the search bar. 

� ank you and happy shopping!!!


