
Since the last newsletter there has been a change in the Campaign for the 
Preservation of Mission San Antonio leadership. After 4 ½ wonderful and 
productive years, Al Parolini resigned from the board of directors to spend 
more time with his family, traveling and enjoying retirement with his 
beautiful wife. 

During his time on the board Al was instrumental in expanding our grant 
program and helped identify new funding sources. With his leadership and 
support the campaign board raised $5,219,049.00 million dollars, since he 
became president in 2015! These funds allowed us to complete a majority  
of the seismic retrofit/restoration work and has taken us through to Phase V 
of the multi-phase project. On behalf of the board of directors we thank  
Al for his tireless dedication and commitment and truly appreciate the 
countless hours he has contributed to the campaign to ensure our success!

At our last board meeting in March the campaign board nominated us  
to serve as co-presidents and we graciously accepted. Rich Casey was 
nominated to serve as the new vice-president and he gladly accepted this 
role. We all share a deep love for Mission San Antonio and it is truly an 
honor for us to continue the positive momentum Al and the board have  
created and see the project through to its completion.

When we all started together on the board in 2010 we never thought  
we would get this far! We are extremely thankful for the support and  
commitment of all the wonderful and dedicated board members, the project 
team, contractors, and most important all our amazing donors. Thanks to our 
donors and stakeholders who have provided almost $9 million dollars our 
seismic retrofit work is coming to an end. We have made tremendous progress! 

As Al stated in our last newsletter, we now move on to the museum up-
grades, which is an essential part of the total restoration and preservation 
project. We are confident we will succeed in our efforts and thank you for your 
continued support for Mission San Antonio–it is truly a timeless treasure! n
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ADA-compliant concrete entry to Gift Shop replaces tile.

AS THE PROJECT MANAGER for the parish preservation projects at Mission 
San Antonio de Padua and Mission Administrator, we want to give you an update 
of our progress and our vision going forward, as the end is now foreseeable.

When we started, the Project Team estimated the overall cost for the multi-phase 
project would be $10-12 million dollars. Thanks to the donors and stakeholders 
who have provided almost $9 million, we have completed the seismic retrofit and 
structural strengthening along with mandated code upgrades of the Mission 
Church, South Convento (museum wing), the West Convento (retreat rooms and 
bathrooms), North Convento (retreat rooms & bathrooms), and are about to start 
similar work on the remainder of the North wing which contains the kitchen, two 
dining rooms, bathroom, laundry, archival storage, wood shop, and garages. This 
will complete all the work required by the County of Monterey for occupancy and 
day/night use. Included are all new electrical wiring, security monitors, fire alarm 
system, lighting, and ADA compliances for access. The Project Team continues to 
learn from each of the five site projects and working experience at the other Dioc-
esan missions with the outcome requiring unforeseen additions along the way 

upgrading the facilities as needed 
beyond County requirements.

Here’s an accounting of how the 
money has been spent thus far (as of 
5/6/2019):
Phase I 	 $3,049,498.64
Phase II 	 $2,096,352.43
Phase III	 $1,339,047.51
Phase IV 	 $1,349,609.06 (to date, 
	 phase is currently in progress)
Phase V 	 $191,082.84 (to date, 
	 phase is currently in progress)
Total 	 $8,025,590.48 (to date)

Enough funds have been raised to 
allow the completion of the code up-
grades for Phase #4 and completion of 
Phase #5, the dining rooms, kitchen and 
support facilities, except for a small 
shortage of approximately $695,000. 
With this, our seismic retrofit goal will be 
achieved, and we move on to the mu-
seum upgrade and site interpretive plan. 

Where we stand on our Campaign to Preserve  
Mission San Antonio de Padua in May, 2019
Brian Kelly, Volunteer Project Manager and Joan Steele, Mission Administrator

First of the cement trucks arrive to begin
pouring the concrete.

New ADA-compliant bathroom under
construction in north retreat wing.
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Continued on back page

After many visits to other California and Arizona Missions, along with gaining 
further knowledge of Mission San Antonio de Padua over the years, we recognize 
the unique features of this mission and its mostly original operational landscape 
filled with artifacts ( aqueduct, wells, housing area, vineyard, threshing floor, etc.) 
all of which need to be interpreted, preserved and accessed for the public to view. 
The museum in the South Convento needs to be brought up to museum quality 
and archives preserved and housed in the proper environment. The archival room 
needs special treatment in order to preserve the irreplaceable objects saved from the 
mission period. It is vital to repair and upgrade the quadrangle area in order to 
support the needs of visitors and guests and to support retreat activities. This 

Phase V work begins with the removal of the roofing tile and underlayment on the northeast end of the facilities.

New wainscoting painted on conference room’s walls by Pete Vachek.

New wainscoting painted on walls of west 
retreat center hallway by Pete Vachek.

New wainscoting painted on walls of restroom 
by kitchen by Pete Vachek; new cabinet built 

by Sean Steele.



The content for the newsletter is put together by volunteers. If you would like to contribute to a future edition or see a correction, 
please contact Elizabeth Diaz at 831-386-0599 / info@preservemissionsanantonio.org.

Where we stand...continued

Campaign Board Members
David Armanasco
Ann Beckett
Sheila Bengtson
Richard Casey
Margaret Duflock
Susan Gill
Rick Harris
Nate Holaday
Natalie Rava
Clem Richardson
Joan Steele
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CAMPAIGN FOR THE
PRESERVATION OF MISSION
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New Accessible Path of Travel in progress.

Mission is an important destination  
for visitors from the North and South.  
The museum upgrade, site archival 
interpretation and preservation, archival 
storage facilities, and the Quadrangle 
(the Padre’s Garden) work has been a 
part of the planned campaign project 
since we began. Funds needed for this 
work are approximately $1.8-$2.2 
million dollars. 

We are on track and on budget and 
excited to see the light at the end of the 
tunnel. Please help us raise the necessary 
funds in 2019 to support us beginning 
work in 2020 on the museum upgrade 
and site interpretation.

Please make this happen. Thank you. n
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MORE THAN A DECADE AGO the Monterey County Weekly create a program for 

local philanthropy to support the nonprofit community called Monterey County 

Gives. The campaign is a partnership between the Monterey County Weekly, the Com-

munity Foundation for Monterey County and the Monterey Peninsula Foundation. 

The Campaign for the Preservation of Mission San Antonio applied and was 

included in the giving campaign last year, which ran from November 8 through 

December 31, 2018.  In 2018 the Monterey County Gives program raised over $5.4 

million for 169 participating local non-profits during that six weeks. A total  

of $61,208.00 was raised for the Campaign for the Preservation of Mission San 

Antonio seismic retrofit/restoration project!!! n

Thank you to the following 
individuals who donated to the 
Monterey County Gives campaign!

Peter & Anne Albano
Dennis & Theresa Allion
David & Christine Armanasco
Kathleen Armstrong
David Awerbuck
Michelle & Gregory Beach
Janet Bruman
Jennie & Tony Burciaga
Tom & Melody Carrato
William & Anne Carwile
Maurice Coury
Joyce Elaine Dawson
Sharon Dwight
Suzanne Frueh
Bryce & Suzanne Graybill
Astrid Holberg
Paul Jarvis
David Ligare
James Lin
Laura Lockett
Nicki & Mick McMahan
Steve & Danielle McShane
Bruce Merchant
Vaughan & Lynne Monnes
Sandra Reel
Rita & Luis Echenique 
Charitable Foundation

Kathleen Ryan
Carolyn & John Sanders
Jessica Shao
Gerald Smith
Sherry Sybertz
Susan Willey

MONTEREY COUNTY GIVES
Campaign for the Preservation of Mission San Antonio



Thank You to 
Our 2019 Donors
Individual Donations
Marc Andreini
Ausonio Family
Lance & Geraldine Ball
Ann Beckett
John & Dolores Billman
Michael Bishop
Forrest & Alicia Boomer
Cannery Row Company
John Cloonan
George & Susan Cooper
Georgia Cordle
Charles Debord
Tony & Mary Dela Torre
Thomas Diggins
Diane Douglas
Suzanne Frueh
Adolfo Garber
Francis & Becky Giudici
James & Consuelo Hill
Leland Hoagland
Alex Ingram
Casimir & Diane Jatczak
Gail Ann Johnson
Mark Alan Jones
William & Margaret 
Kueneman

Lili Kumala
John & Helene Kunsemiller
Gerald Linde
Norma Malacrida
Matt McGurrin
Dana & Donaldine McRae
Peter & Joyce Murphy
Network for Good
Laurie Orange
Michael Papp
David & Catherine Peri
Jeff Perrone
Effie Picaso
Marianne Powers

Thomas & Susan Rhein
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Rode
Arthur & Karen Sayles
Theresa Schneider
Diane & Brick Sweet
Anthony & Louise Tesoriere
Mel & Rosita Ventura

In Honor of 

Brother Joachim 
Grant Franciscan Friars
David & Catherine Peri
In Honor of Babette Smith

Native Daughters of the
Golden West Charitable
Foundation

In Memory of 

Spirit the Mission Cat

Brigid Clawson
In Honor of Joan Steele

Lisa Dritz

In Memory of Lupe Aguirre

Kathleen Bostwick
Robert Hibbs
In Memory of 

Rudolph Alena

Richard & Barbara Alena
In Memory of Sue Antle

David & Susan Gill
In Memory of 

David & Michael Blair

Albert & Jane Dani
In Memory of 

John Boekenoogen

Francis & Becky Giudici
In Memory of Kirk Borzini

Joseph & Shirley Silveira
In Memory of 

Clayel “Don” Bragg

Pamela Gill

In Memory of Jerry Carlson

Francis & Becky Giudici
In Memory of 

Barbara Clawson

Brigid Clawson
In Memory of 

Peter & Betty Rae Darnton

Eric & Sharon Darnton
In Memory of Aldene Fanoe

Margie Ferrasci Fanoe
Duane & Leslie Papierniak
Rosa Rossi
Connie Rossi-Rains
In Memory of Myrna Fisher

Maureen Bragdon
Peggy Casey
Russ & Debbie Cauley
Albert & Jane Dani
Pamela Gill
Tim & Kate Hearne
Neil Bassetti Farms
Joanne Nissen
Josephy & Shirley Silveira
In Memory of 

Donna Foletta Johnson

Nick & Stacey Azcona
David & Susan Gill
Francis & Becky Giudici
In Memory of Mick Gilles

Chuck & Jan Lombardi
In Memory of David Gillett

Maria Weinerth
In Memory of Mark Hudson

Russ & Debbie Cauley
In Memory of 

Shirley Martella

Gillett Family
In Memory of John McNett

Anna McNett
In Memory of Dustin Miller

Ed Buntz
Katherine Snell

In Memory of Joe Parolini

Dennison & Pauline Parolini
In Memory of 

Debra “Debbie” Pedrazzi

Russ & Debbie Cauley
Pamela Gill
In Memory of Harry, 

Barbara & Steve Rhodes

George & Laurie Pappas
In Memory of 

Terry Rodman

Gillett Family
In Memory of 

Irving Cal Stewart

Robert & Linda Attiyeh

The following individuals and 

businesses have generously 

donated time and professional 

services:

n  Armanasco Public 

    Relations Inc.

n  Casey Printing

n  Natalie Rava – Hayashi 

     & Wayland Accounting

n  The Wecker Group 

     Branding/Design
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*Donations received through 5/16/19
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